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In the course of the European Southern 
Observatory –ESO Public Relations actions in 
Chile, we have realized a permanent exhibition of 
astronomy for a broad public in the Museo 
Interactivo Mirador –MIM (Interactive Museum 
of science, Chile), a collaboration between ESO 
and MIM. This Museum is mostly directed 
toward scholars (7-14 years old), with adults 
visits on week-ends, is funded by public money 
and is unique in Chile. We decided to present the 
most recent questions relative to astronomy, 
based on pictures taken mostly at ESO 
observatories, and to skip the basics of astronomy 
which are to be teach at school.  
 
First, the public can watch a series of 4x3 
minutes video introduction on the history of 
astronomy, following a time line showing the 
evolution in discoveries and principles, from the 
ancient civilizations to modern concepts of 
astrophysics.  
 

The second part of the exhibition is based on a 
walk among the stars, an innovative way to keep 
it interactive without modern technologies. We 
have designed a star trek, which lasts about 15 
minutes, in a dark room, with a special helmet 
equipment to look at the pictures placed on the 
roof. While the visitors look at the images, an 
audio commentary is given to them, so that they 
can enjoy galaxies, nebula, planets and finally 
human into space. 
 
First, the Hubble deep field of galaxies welcomes 
the visitors, allowing introducing the big bang 
concept, the age of the universe and what 
galaxies are. In the second station, a group of 
interacting galaxies is shown, followed by the 
Sombrero. The types of galaxies (spiral, irregular, 
etc) are introduced, as well as their content in gas 
and dust.  It is then explained that getting closer 
to us we see the Magellanic Clouds, and the 
concept of time of travel for light is introduced. 
In the third station we are back to our galaxy: a 



similar galaxy is shown, it is explained the 
rotation of the spiral arms, the location of our 
solar system and how many stars exist within one 
galaxy. Then we get closer into our galaxy, with 
an image of the Eagle nebula. Distances of 
closest stars are given, and the colours of stars are 
discussed. In the fourth station, the Orion, Crab 
and Dumbbell nebula, together with an image of 
the Sun support the story of stars life: from star 
formation to supernovae, and extrasolar planets. 
In station five, the solar system and its main 
planets is presented. And finally, the last station 
is an invitation to space exploration, with 
astronauts, the space shuttle, the HST, and 
images of the earth and the moon. 
 
This exhibition is a great success, the astronomy 
room being the most visited part of the museum 
since its inauguration last year. 
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